
Pla s t ic  Co nt a ine rs  ( w a t e r,  m ilk,  s o a p ,  ju ic e ,  e t c . )  
Most  p las t ic  cont aine rs  you purchase  will be  marked wit h a  large  and c lear 
recycling  code . Look for t he  code  t o  be  molded int o  t he  bot t om of t he  
cont aine r. Ideally, t he  ent ire  cont aine r will be  made  of t he  same  plas t ic  t o  
avoid  confus ion. Mos t  cont aine r caps  are  NOT made  of t he  same  t ype  of 
p las t ic  and should  be  removed be fore  t he  cont aine r is  re cycled . 

Pla s t ic  Gro c e ry  S a c ks ,  Pro d uc e  Ba g s ,  a nd  Ot he r Pa c ka g ing  
Plas t ic  groce ry and produce  bags  are  commonly made  from plas t ic  Types  
2  or 4  and oft en colle c t ed  at  supe rmarke t s . But  be  aware  t hat  mos t  
manufact ure rs  have  not  ye t  added t he  recycling  codes  t o  t he  bags . The  
p las t ic  bag  recycling  b ins  a t  supe rmarke t s  should  a lso  be  marked wit h t he  
t ypes  and colors  of p las t ic  accept ed . Commonly, Types  2  and 4  can be  
mixed, but  not  a lways . If your supe rmarke t ' s  bags  or b ins  are  not  marked, 
p lease  ask t he  s t ore  manage r t o  do  so . 

Plas t ic  bags  for o t he r product s  such as  bread, pas t a , marshmallows , e t c . 
are  oft en of Types  2  or 4 , but  you can' t  know unle ss  t hey are  marked. If 
t he  bags  are  not  re cyclable , t hey should  be  marked wit h Type  7 . 

Ot he r Pla s t ic  It e m s   
All product s  made  of a  s ing le  p las t ic  t ype  should  be  marked s ince  t hey will 
probably be  d iscarded one  day. This  inc ludes  t oys , p las t ic  hange rs , t rash 
cans , she lve s  and many ot he r product s . 

Product s  such as  compact  d iscs , videot apes , and comput e r d iscs  are  
made  from mixed mat e ria ls  which cannot  be  recycled  unle ss  firs t  
d isas sembled. 

 

Wit hout  p las t ics , 4 0 0  pe rcent  more  mat e ria l by we ight  and 2 0 0  
pe rcent  more  mat e ria l by volume  would  be  needed t o  make  
packaging , while  t he  volume  of packaging  would  more  t han 
double .  

 

 

By us ing  p las t ic  in packaging , American product  manufact ure rs  
save  enough ene rgy each year t o  power a  c it y of one  million 
homes  for t hree -and-a-half years . 

 
 
 




