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Plastic Recycling Chart 

Ma ny  p la s t ic  c o nt a ine rs  m a nuf a c t ure d  t o d a y  a re  s t a m p e d  w it h  
s y m b o ls  a s  a n  a id  t o  re c y c ling .  The s e  s t a m p s  id e nt if y  t he  t y p e  
o f  re s in  o r re s in  m ix  in  t he  p la s t ic  c o nt a ine r.  Only  t w o  t y p e s ,  
PET a nd  HDPE,  a re  c o m m o nly  c o lle c t e d  f o r re c y c ling .  

 
PET 

Polye t hylene  Te repht halat e . Inc ludes  beve rage  bot t le s  ( like  2 -
lit e r pop bot t le s ) , frozen food boil-in-t he -bag  pouches  and 
microwave  food t rays . PET makes  up about  7 % of t he  p las t ics  
s t ream. 

 
HDPE 

High Dens it y Polye t hylene . Inc ludes  milk jugs , t rash bags , 
de t e rgent  bot t le s , b leach bot t le s  and aspirin bot t le s . HDPE 
makes  up about  3 1 % of p las t ics  s t ream. 

 
PVC 

Polyvinyl Chlorine . Inc ludes  cooking  oil bot t le s  and packaging  
around meat . PVC makes  up about  5 % of p las t ics  s t ream. 

 
LDPE 

Low Dens it y Polye t hylene . Inc ludes  groce ry s t ore  produce  bags , 
bread bags , food wrap and mus t ard  squeeze  bot t le s . LDPE 
makes  up about  3 3 % of p las t ics  s t ream. 

 
PP 

Polypropylene . Inc ludes  yogurt  cont aine rs , shampoo bot t le s , 
s t raws , syrup bot t le s  and margarine  t ubs . PP makes  up about  
9 % of p las t ics  s t ream. 

 
PS  

Polys t yrene . Plas t ic  foam (be t t e r known by t rade  name  
St yrofoam™). Includes  hot  beve rage  cups , fas t  food c lamshe ll 
cont aine rs , egg  cart ons  and meat  t rays . PS makes  up about  
1 1 % of p las t ics  s t ream. 

 
Ot he r 

All o t he r p las t ic  re s ins  or mixes  of t hose  above  in same  product . 
These  p las t ics  make  up about  4 % of p las t ics  s t ream. 




